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Local Issues

	Low Wages-San Antonio and its citizens have long been held back by low wages. We support a LIVING WAGE with benefits to be paid by the City and by all employers that have contracts with, or receive tax abatements from the City. “Everybody does a  little  better  when  everybody  does  a  little  better.”
	Recycling Expansion-The City’s Curbside Recycling should be
expanded to include apartments and mobile home parks. This,
and continuing to educate citizens on the importance of
recycling, would slow growth of the BFI dump, along with its
               foul odor, blowing trash, and health hazards.


	Aquifer Protection-The City Council continues to grant

tax abatements to companies locating on the Edwards

Aquifer Recharge Zone. Instead, it should  encourage

growth to  the  east, south and west  sides in order to

revitalize long  neglected areas,  restrain  urban sprawl,

and  at  the  same time  protect  our  vital  water  supply.
	               Air Quality-Because of a loophole in the Clean Air Act,            

                 City Public Service’s coal fired  J. T.  Deely Plant is 
                  held to an older standard, and is allowed to emit
                 much higher levels of toxins into the air we breathe.
               We urge passage of the Clean Smokestacks Act, and
           the development of fast convenient public transportation.


	Kelly Air Force Base-For 50 years the Air Force polluted shallow ground water with solvents used for degreasing aircraft parts. That toxic plume now affects the health and property values of 20,000 families whose homes sit atop that polluted aquifer. The Air Force’s aim of using “Natural Attenuation” to clean up their mess amounts to a complete failure to accept its responsibility. By its own estimates the clean up will take 30 or more years if we let Nature take its course. The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) should use its authority to require The U.S. Air Force to clean up this water the same way it is cleaning up the water  beneath  the  base.  The clean up would take less than 10 years,  and  would  begin  reducing  the health hazard right away.




Compare the Party Positions on 15 Major Issues

	ISSUE
	Republicans
	Democrats
	Greens

	Raise the Minimum Wage
	Raise $1 over 3 years  
	Raise $1 over 2 years  
	Phase in $10/hr. Living Wage

	REAL Campaign Finance Reform
	Republicans & Democrats worked together to pass a watered down McCain-Feingold Bill that will INCREASE the money flow to both parties.
	Support publicly financed campaigns

	REAL Health Care Reform
	Not primarily a concern of the Federal Government
	Not for real reform, piecemeal change that leaves 40 million uninsured
	For Single Payer system that covers everyone

	“Free Trade” Agreements
(NAFTA, FTAA, GATT, GATS, etc.)

	For- Put corporate priorities on “fast track.”
	For- Put corporate priorities on “fast track.”
	Against-We need FAIR Trade that protects Workers’ Rights, the Environment and National Sovereignty.

	Economy
	Booming again. Recession over.
	Booming again. Recession over.
	Worst in years for workers, poor, consumers, family farmers. Gap between rich & poor keeps widening.

	Welfare
	Cut Welfare to single parents (Bush)
	Cut Welfare to single parents (Clinton)
	Cut Corporate Welfare which costs 2-3 times more

	Farm Policy
	Support Big Agribusiness
	Support Big Agribusiness
	Support Family Farms

	Star Wars Missile Defense
	For
	For
	Against

	Death Penalty
	For
	For
	Against

	Pollution
	Bad Record
	Good rhetoric, weak record  
	Have always fought for strong action

	Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Transgender Civil Rights
	Generally opposed. Many R's blame gays, lesbians for variety of social ills
	Modest support. Conflict over adoption, child custody, same-sex civil marriage
	Unequivocal support for GLBT rights, including same-sex civil marriage, adoption and child custody.

	Drug War
	Continue past policies
	Continue past policies
	Drug War is a failure, users need treatment not jail.

	Affirmative Action
	No longer needed
	Pay lip service
	Still needed

	Abortion
	Against women’s right to choose
	For women’s right to choose
	For women’s right to choose, but let’s work on the causes of unwanted pregnancies.

	Gun Control
	Against
	For
	Citizen ownership with sensible controls like Brady Law
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