Did you know?

 Texas leads the nation in the release of toxic chemicals into the air.  Houston’s toxic emissions alone exceed those of the entire state of California.

 Global warming is a frightening scientific reality:  10 of the warmest years ever recorded have occurred in the last 15 years.

 Taxpayers subsidize U.S. corporations with “corporate welfare” to the tune of $125 billion each year, the equivalent of all the income tax paid by 60 million individuals and families.

 Average CEO compensation rose from 41 times up to 187 times that of the average corporate employee between 1990 and 1995.  Since 1980, CEO earnings have increased 360% and corporate profits have increased 250%, while production-worker wages have failed to keep pace with inflation.

 During the past decade’s “economic prosperity,” more than 20 percent of our nation’s children were growing up in poverty — by far the highest rate among comparable Western countries.

 The U.S. has 2 million of its citizens in prison, more per capita than any other nation.  On any given day, one-third of all African-American men in their 20s are behind bars or on probation or parole.

Green Politics

Green politics backs an ecological approach to politics that links social and ecological problems.  Ecology studies the relationships among organisms and their physical environment.  Political ecology brings human institutions and ideologies into this holistic perspective.

We find that the same institutions and ideas that cause the exploitation and oppression of humans also cause the degradation and destruction of nature.  Both are rooted in a hierarchical, exploitative, and alienated social system that systematically produces human oppression and ecological destruction.

For the Greens, therefore, the fights against racism, sexism, heterosexism, class exploitation, bureaucratic domination, war, and all forms of oppression and violence are central to the movement for an ecological society.  In order to harmonize society with nature, we must also harmonize human with human.

The Greens carry forward the historical values of freedom, equality, and solidarity.  We want to create a truly democratic society without rigid economic classes or social hierarchies. Greens expand this notion to include an ecological society that is harmonized with nature as well.

Vote your hopes, not your fears!

Against the civic coma on which the two-party monopoly depends, Greens offer hope and action. The old parties work harder to limit democracy than they do to limit pollution and corruption. Greens know that alternative voices are always the ones that have been responsible for the great progressive policies we now take for granted: abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage, social security, the minimum wage, the 40-hour workweek, and many more.

Voting for the lesser of the two evils is still voting for evil.  We’re tired of wasting our votes, and we believe, as Margaret Mead observed, “Never doubt that a small group of people can change the world. Indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”

Founded in March 1999, the Green Party of Texas joins sister parties in a majority of U.S. states as part of an international movement working for social justice, grass-roots democracy, ecological wisdom, and nonviolence.

In 21 countries, Greens serve in national assemblies. In six countries, Green Parties are partners in governing coalitions. The number of U.S. Greens holding elective office – 82 in April 2001 – grows with each election cycle.

We work for clean air, decent health care, a living wage, a fair criminal-justice system, safe and sustainable energy, workers’ and women’s rights, and other quality-of-life basics.

At the same time, we pursue fundamental changes in how decisions about our lives are made: campaign-finance reform, fairer ways of running elections, and restructuring of social, cultural, economic, and political priorities.

Isn’t it about time for a change?

The Green Party supports campaign-finance reform (preferably public funding of electoral campaigns), proportional representation, instant runoff voting, equal media access for all candidates, a shortened campaign season, a single primary day, “None of the Above” ballot choice, eliminating restrictions on alternate parties, and lifetime voter registration, among other ways of opening our democracy to “we the people.”

Please visit the Bexar County Green Party
 web site for further information -  www.txgreens.org/bexar
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