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What are Green

Party positions

on key social

justice issues?

Both major parties claim that the economy is booming and we are living in a time of prosperity. Both favor a token minimum wage hike, cutting welfare to the poor, phasing out affirmative action, and building more prisons. Neither has much to say about the rising numbers of us who are left behind in this “era of prosperity.” Many ordinary people feel they have no political representation. 

During the spring of 2000, in a historic petition drive, the Green Party succeeded in getting a place on the Texas ballot. For the first time in many years, Texans had and will continue to have a progressive option at election time!

Here are some issues the Green Party wants our government to address.

A Living Wage and Workers’ Rights

Everyone has the right to a job that pays a living wage. The minimum wage hike of one dollar per hour over two or three years that the other parties are proposing is too low to provide a decent living. Greens reject “workfare ” as a form of slave labor that drives wages down and exploits workers for private profit at public expense. We support the right to a safe workplace and the right of workers to organize.

Social Services

The Green Party believes that all people have a right to food, housing, medical care, a living-wage job, education, and support in times of hardship.


Housing

Greens will fight for programs to make decent, affordable housing available to all Americans through such programs as nonprofit community housing projects, private sector investments, and public housing initiatives that encourage individual ownership over time.

Health Care

Many Americans are unable to afford health insurance, and many who are insured are denied coverage for their illnesses. Greens believe that health care is a right, not a privilege, and we support single-payer, universal health care for everyone in the U.S.

Education

No child should be left out of our educational system. Predominantly poor and minority communities must have equal access to resources. Cultural diversity must be respected in the classroom. We support “hands-on ” approaches to learning that encourage a multitude of individual learning styles.

Affirmative Action

Race and gender discrimination persist in our workplaces and educational institutions. Corporations receiving public subsidies must provide livable wage jobs, observe basic workers rights, and agree to affirmative action policies.

Police Brutality

An epidemic of police brutality is sweeping our country. People are being stopped, harassed, and subjected to violence by the police for no reason other than their race or where they happen to be standing. We call for effective monitoring of police agencies to eliminate brutality and discriminatory racial profiling.

The “War on Drugs”

The drug war is an obvious failure that is filling our prisons with nonviolent offenders who need economic alternatives and treatment programs, not incarceration. Greens support decriminalization of “victimless crimes,” expanding drug counseling and treatment for those who need it, and innovative sentencing/ punishment options, including community service for first-time offenders and “Drug Court ” diversion programs.

The Criminal “Justice” System

Far too many people are being locked up in prison for non-violent offenses because of unfair mandatory sentencing laws. Poor people are denied adequate legal help, and minorities are receiving harsher sentences. The Green Party will fight this injustice and prejudice within the system. 

The Death Penalty

Our unreliable justice system imposes the death penalty disproportionately upon minorities and the poor. It is a bar-baric effort by the government to legitimize the idea that the answer to violence is more violence. As a matter of conscience, the Green Party opposes the death penalty.

Economic Development

Many of our communities have been drained of capital by the discriminatory lending practices of banks. Greens support economic development initiatives to provide capital and incentives to encourage the growth of small businesses that are responsive to the values and needs of the local community, as opposed to global corporations.

Get private money out of 
  public policy!
Both the Democratic and Republican parties are being flooded with unprecedented amounts of corporate cash that buys lobbyists and politicians, and the voice of the public is no longer heard. The Green Party is pushing a comprehensive political reform agenda in which political debate, public policy, and legislation are judged on their merits, rather than on the quid pro quo of political barter and money. Campaign finance reform is needed to put caps on spending and contributions, limit PAC and soft-money contributions, and regulate the lobbying process. At every level of government, Greens support “Sunshine Laws ” that will open up the political system to access by ordinary citizens.

The Green Party National Platform is a detailed document of 

some sixty pages. Download your copy and other brochures and information from <www.bexargreens.org>.

Local Issues

The Green Party is deeply concerned with issues facing our Bexar County community, including, but not limited to:

· The unwillingness of the U.S. Air Force to accept responsibility for cleaning up polluted ground-water around Kelly A.F.B., thereby threatening the health and property values of community residents

· The continued air pollution and consequent heath hazards produced by the coal-burning Deely power plant (City Public Service)

· The ever-expanding Martinez BFI landfill, with its consequent stench, blowing trash and dangers to community health

· The unpaved parking lot of Basse Trucking, whose constant traffic coats the neighborhood with petroleum-laden dust and other contaminants

· Tax abatements given to corporations, such as Sheraton, which refuse to pay an adequate living wage

· The predatory lending habits of multi-national corporations on unknowing citizens – CitiBank, Inc. – that result in people losing their houses and lives here in San Antonio.

Are you tired of a government that is completely unresponsive to your concerns?  Join us in our effort to bring about real change for all the people.  

Because we are a grassroots political party, your participation is essential.  It is your story through your voice that must be heard.  Work with us to build a new government in this country, in Texas, and most importantly, in Bexar County!

To join our efforts or for more information, contact us!

bcgp@bexargreens.org or 210-804-4148
www.bexargreens.org


Key Values

ECOLOGICAL WISDOM

Live within the ecological and resource limits of the planet, applying our technological knowledge to the challenge of sustainable agriculture and an energy-efficient economy.

GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY

Develop systems that allow and encourage us to control the decisions that affect our lives and ensure that our political representatives will be fully accountable.

SOCIAL JUSTICE and EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Create a society in which all persons have an opportunity to benefit equally from the resources afforded us, consciously confronting barriers such as class oppression, racism, sexism, heterosexism, ageism and disability.

NONVIOLENCE
Develop effective alternatives to our current patterns of violence, at all levels, from the family and society to all nations of the world.

DECENTRALIZATION
Remove power from centralized bodies and restore responsibility to individuals, local institutions, communities and regions.

COMMUNITY-BASED ECONOMICS
Redesign our work structures to encourage local employee ownership and workplace democracy; dismantling multi-national corporate control.

GENDER EQUITY
Promote the building of respectful, positive, and responsible relationships across gender lines.

RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY
Honor and respect the cultural, ethnic, racial, sexual, religious, and spiritual diversity of all beings.

GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY

Build global sustainability and international justice through cross-cultural and international political solidarity.

FUTURE FOCUS/SUSTAINABILITY
Encourage people and institutions to think of the long-range future not only in terms of their short-range financial interests.




A Living Wage for Everyone!

Housing at Reasonable Prices!

Heath Care for ALL!


The
Green Party
Stands For
Social Justice






